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Today’s presentation:  
 

•Give some 

background on the 

project 

 

• Introduce two 

specific collections 

 

• Discuss how you 

can get involved   
 



Collect… 

 

Preserve… 

 

And make accessible… 

 

… the stories of 

America’s war veterans.  

VHP Mission 



90,000 Collections 

12,600 Digitized 

 Interviews 

 Photographs 

 Letters 

 Diaries and journals 

Scrapbooks 

Military papers 

 2-D artwork 

 

 Some minimum length 

requirements 





Searchable online database 

• Every veteran receives online 

service history record 

Digitized collections 

• Audio/video recordings 

• Manuscripts 

• Photographs 



Experiencing War  

Experiencing War  
 

Quarterly “exhibit” with curated 

collections centered on 

particular theme 

 

43 features so far, including: 

 

•Aleutians Campaign in WWII 

 

•Medical Personnel 

 

•Military Photographers 

 

•Current Conflicts  

 

 



Strengths of collection 

 

• Oral histories from veterans all over 

the country 

 

• From all conflicts and branches of 

service 

 

• Of every race and ethnicity 

 

• About 60% of collections pertain to 

WWII veterans 



 What we’re still looking for 

  

Collections pertaining to:  

• racial and ethnic minority veterans 

• female veterans 

• veterans of more recent conflicts 

(Vietnam, Persian Gulf, OIF/OEF) 

 

Also: 

• original photographs and manuscripts 

 

  



 Leon Jenkins Collection 
 

• Collection consists solely of original, 

handwritten diary submitted by nephew Kerry 

Ames in 2008 

 

•Jenkins served in USMC from July 1940 to 

March 1943, as part of the Third Defense 

Battalion 

 

•Survived attack on Pearl Harbor and the Battle 

of Guadalcanal 

 

•At time of donation, Jenkins resided in a VA 

Hospital in WI. He passed away in 2011.  
AAA group, Third Defense Battalion, Guadalcanal 

(USMC photo, Wikimedia Commons) 



 Leon Jenkins 

Collection 

 
•Diary begins on 7/21/1942, four days 

before Jenkins’ 21st birthday, en route to 

Guadalcanal 

 

 

•“July 21, 1942: Today we boarded the 

USS Zieland [sic] with ALL gear. Where 

we are going, nobody knows.” 

 

 

•“25/7/42: This is my 21st birthday. What a 

Hell of a position I’m in to celebrate it. 

Well, I am still healthy and in my right 

mind. That, in itself, is something to be 

thankful for.” 

 

•Next entries describe combat and make 

frequent mention of “my pad” –i.e., his 

diary 

 



 Leon Jenkins  

Collection 

 
•Landed at Tulagi on August 7, 1942 

 

•“10/8/42: “Haven’t eaten since 

yesterday just before we left ship. I’m 

getting awfully hungry. Being in a 

Defense Battalion I never thought I 

would have to use my rifle to kill…” 

 

•Goes on to describe close contact with 

the enemy, and bayoneting a Japanese 

soldier 

 

•Lands on Guadalcanal late August 

1942 

 

•Diary describes combat and various 

close calls; in one incident, his watch is 

blown off his wrist by the force of a 

nearby explosion 

 

 

 



 Leon Jenkins 

Collection 

 
•Entry on September 2, 1942:  

 

“Bomb thirty. Planes will be 

here in 10 minutes. We’re 

already in the woods. I have a 

different place today. It’s a nice 

little hollow where a direct hit 

or a very near miss would be 

the only thing to get me. I see 

the planes. 18 of them. 

Coming in same as yesterday. 

Just a little to my right. The 

winds from that way too. This 

is going to be close. AA 

opened up and first bomb 

landed about 100 yds + next 

bomb right in line with my…” 
 



 Leon Jenkins Collection 

 
•Next page of diary dated September 14, 

1942 (12 days later), written from hospital on 

New Hebrides  

 

•“Doc said I insisted on bringing my trusty 

pad.” 

 

•September 15, 1942: “My chart has after 

diagnosis: Pyschoneurosis, War Nervous- 

Blast injury, Migrain [sic] Headaches. 

Something must have happened that day.” 

 

•Nephew’s letter describes Jenkins’ post-war 

experiences 

 

•Became the “family curmudgeon,” and 

never spoke about experiences 

 

•At time of donation, “unable to communicate 

verbally for five years.” 

 

•Diary prized possession of nephew: “I would 

go back into a burning building to save this 

diary… It speaks for one man, but it also 

speaks for so many men.” 

 

 



Bill Barner Collection 
 

• Collection includes an oral history 

interview, transcript, and original diary. 

After the original submission, the veteran 

donated photographs, correspondence, 

and a box of assorted ephemera. 

 

• Veteran was drafted into the Army and 

served in a howitzer battalion in the 11th 

Armored Cavalry Regiment in Vietnam 

from August 1967 to August 1968 

Bill Barner while on R&R in Hawaii, 

November 1967 



Bill Barner Collection 

 
•Diary spans from August 15, 1967- August 14, 

1968 

 

•Organized chronologically 

 

•Counts down the days left in country 

 

•Also records correspondence with family members 

at home (numbered letters incoming and outgoing) 

 

•Topics include living conditions; combat operations; 

writing and talking to his wife, Sandy; weather; 

entertainment; and inventories of packages 

received and sent 

 



Bill Barner Collection 

 

September 3, 1967: 

 

“Today was my first real 

action day in Vietnam. How 

Btry moved from Chu Lai to 

Tam Ky by Convoy on 

Highway #1… At 1730 Shot 

at V.C. in open and #6 Gun 

was off + killed friendly 

personal [sic]. Up for 40 

hrs.”  



Bill Barner Collection 

 
• Interview (with transcript) 

complements and adds context to 

diary 

 

• On the meaning of the diary: “I want 

America to have it because… it’s 

very vivid and very graphic. And 

what I wrote Sandra every day was 

how beautiful of a country we were 

in and we—and I never talked to her 

about what we did. I always talked 

to her about loving her and about 

the guys that I worked with and 

about the country and how beautiful 

it was. But the diary, I told the 

truth to.” 

 
Bill Barner and his wife, Sandy, looking at 

correspondence they sent during his time in 

Vietnam 



Bill Barner Collection 
 

•Interview relates diagnosis of PTSD in late 2000s  

 

•“In January of ’06 for the very first time in my life, I went to the VA and I said, with 

tears in my eyes, ‘I hurt. I mean, I really, really hurt, and I think Vietnam had 

something to do with that.’” 

 

•Diagnosed with service-connected ischemic heart disease, severe PTSD, mild 

TBI, and other conditions 

 

•Mr. Barner now helps recent veterans navigate the VA system, and advocates for 

service connection for a wider variety of conditions 

 

•Contacted Mr. Barner in November 2013 in regards to a media request; he related 

the importance of having this material and his story in the LOC 



Conclusions 

 

•Two veterans, two diaries, two conflicts, similar post-war 

struggles 

 

•In the case of both collections, donating materials to the 

Veterans History Project had emotional significance for the 

veteran or his family 

 
 



Get involved 

 

•Explore our website  

 

•Stay connected through our RSS feed and blog posts 

RSS: http://www.loc.gov/rss/vhp/vhp.xml 

American Folklife Center blog: http://blogs.loc.gov/folklife/  

 

•Spread the word about the Veterans History Project 

 

•Search our digitized collections, or visit us on Capitol Hill 

 

•Interview a veteran! 

 
 

http://www.loc.gov/rss/vhp/vhp.xml
http://blogs.loc.gov/folklife/


 

Questions? 

 

 

Megan Harris 

VHP Reference Specialist 

meha@loc.gov 

202-707-8205 
 

mailto:meha@loc.gov

